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THE TIME AHm ITS WOHD. 
BT WALTER CHANNING, M. D. 

The present aspect of things disturbs many minds. The form in which 
this manifests itself speaks not much for the progress of the Peace princi- 
ple in the land. It comes in that questionable panic-form which declares 
itself in fall of stocks, in broker-notes of such despondency as comes of 
such money-changers. Now from many whose interest it is to sell, quite 
a different tone comes. They have no fear of war. Every thing is stable, 
and they tell us that stocks have fallen where money is not easy, and 
where liabilities are getting to be pressing, as the closing day of the year 
approaches. There is not the least fear of war, say they, and the stocks 
are even rising where the money pressure does not exist. How vast is 
this power of money in a strictly commercial community ! It alters so- 
cial condition in a moment. It makes war, and it determines Peace, 
States are its slaves, and rulers bow to it in willing slavery. 

In such a moment it becomes thinking Christian men to observe the 
signs, and to read them wisely. When uncertainty exists, and nations 
are perplexed every where, when the most vulgar policy may plunge na- 
tions into war, — arm men against each other who have a common origin, 
who speak the same language, and have, and acknowledge the same moral, 
intellectual, and religious interests, — when such is the history of the hour, 
what duty more solemn is there upon him who is a lover of his nation, 
and of the race, then to come forward and by every means in his power to 
avert the danger, — to prevent war, the widest and the deepest evil which 
can come to nations, — prevent that which in itself is sin, and all whose 
issues are iniquity. The precise cause of the war panic, if one there be, 
is found in the joint occupancy of the same territory by two nations, 
which territory belongs by right to neither, but to which each asserts it 
has equal right of possession. Let it be understood then that it is right 
to possess, which fills the world with "rumors of wars." In what is this 
original right placed ? Simply and wholly in priority of possession. No- 
body has ceded, or for consideration, transferred this territory to either 
of the claiming powers. Its original, its aboriginal possessors are there, 
or their successors, and these Christian nations have never thought even 
of asking what their views are of the matter of having their native land 
wrested from them ; yes, stolen by certain strangers who have forced 
themselves in upon them. The whole position of Oregon is one, which 
so far from affording the least shadow of reason for going to war about, by 
its accidental settlers, is only calculated to show how atrocious is the 
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war spirit, how willing it is to avail itself of the smallest occasion, nay, 
no occasion at all, to perpetrate its great sin, and spread misery, and 
ruin, and guilt, through the world. 

Look for a moment at this matter. Suppose at the end of the year 
1846 that we take forcible possession of Oregon, and drive out all other 
settlers. Suppose war is the result,— that England declares war upon 
us. How is such a war to end ? what possible conditions of peace could 
there be ? England Fends her hundreds of thousands of unused soldiers, 
and her legion navy to our shores. She desolates the South, and as far as 
may be, lays waste the North. She takes possession of Oregon, blockades the 
mouth of the Columbia, — establishes military posts, and laughs this coun- 
try to scorn. Suppose we obtain military possession, and for the time ex- 
pel the English. Would there be in this result of the war, after years 
fighting, it may be, would there be in such result to either nation, 
a cause for peace ? Would it not turn out that war in some form 
would continue for years, if not for ages, as was the case between France 
and England, or until the world, hard pressed by the ruin of war, should 
rise for the purpose to fight for peace, and so should obtain it ? or would 
it not end as did the late war, by a treaty like the memorable one of 
Ghent, by which, after four years fighting, the commissioners of two 'So 
called Christian nations agreed on peace, on the single basis of every 
thing remaining just as it was before the war. Yes, that war ended in 
leaving the whole original matter in dispute, the whole gist of the war, 
just where it was before a gun was fired, before a man was killed. Do 
the politicians of this day, of this country, believe for one moment that 
England will close it so readily as she did the war of 1812 ? Does Eng- 
land not remember too well how that war ended, with that New Orleans 
battle which cost her between three and four thousand men, and some of 
her bravest Generals ? And has she not sense enough now, to under- 
stand how vast is her power, and how easy it will be to scour this whole 
continent's coast, both the shores of the Atlantic and Pacific with vast 
fleets, instead of sending single ships as in the last war, — and to pour 
through the land hundreds of thousands of desperate men to make the 
whole desolate. There is an old memory which it is not likely will sleep 
amid the bruit noise of war. There was no mercy in that China campaign ; 
and the recent events in India show a sanguinary, a barbarous spirit of 
slaughter which has not been equalled in earlier warfare. What shall the 
end be of such beginnings ? what the basis of peace in the midst of such 
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We have looked upon the promise, or prospect of the times in regard 
to a coming war, as it is seen by those who expect such visitings. We 
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have looked at it as a question turning upon simple naked policy. We 
have looked at a war with England in the light of its terrible, nay, vulgar 
cost. Look at it, reader, and brother, as it presents itself in other and 
higher aspects. Look at war in its relations to civilization, and to Chris- 
tianity. See it as it is seen by Jesus. "With what infinite sadness does 
the thought come mingled, which brings to the mind the terrible fact of 
war, of a war between kindred nations ! With what deep convictions of 
national, and individual sin, does not such a war come freighted ! Men 
talk of the life, and the wealth which are sacrificed on the altar of war, 
and beseech nations to avoid it at all risks. The physical, the external 
in such a view of war, overlays, and covers deeply up, its whole enor- 
mity, and true character. It is because of its influences, sure and cer- 
tain, upon the moral nature of man — because it gives life and activity to 
the world in man's nature, supremacy to the evil, — it is because it is 
wholly mercenary, selfish, bloody and cruel, and for the time destroys the 
power of the divine in man, — it is because of the spiritual dearth and pov- 
erty it brings in its awful train of consequences, — it is for these, and all 
related to them, that the idea of war comes to the mind of Christian men 
only to be deprecated, only to be resisted. The gentle earth will soon 
drink up the blood of the slain, and hide in its bosom the dead. But the 
war spirit is a living principle. It gets power by every new use of it. 
It expels Christian love, and replaces it by its own terrible hate. Every 
new war puts farther away the coming upon earth of the kingdom of 
Heaven. Every day's true peace is a new harbinger of its glorious, 
its blessed advent. 

Let the Christian in these hours, this time of war-fear, read its word 
aright, and pray for peace. Let him give to its continuance his days 
and his nights, and trust that a life of love and sacrifice in humility 
will bring forth for the people the "peaceable fruits of righteousness." 
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During a civil war in the reign of Henry VI of England, "Margaret," 
the Queen, "with her son fled into a forest, where she was descried by a 
band of robbers, who stripped her of her jewels and treated her person 
with great indignity. Fortunately she escaped, while her plunderers 
were quarreling about their booty; and penetrating into the depth of the 
forest, she wandered about till she was exhausted with fatigue and terror. 
At length, seeing a man approach with a drawn sword, she summoned 
resolution enough to go out to meet him, saying, 'Here, friend, I commit 
to you the son of your King, for that protection, which I am unable to a£- 
S* 



